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Webinar Outline 
• Upcoming ACS Data Releases 
• About the ACS 
• ACS Multiyear Estimates 
• 5-Year ACS Geography and Products 
• Accessing 5-Year ACS Data 
• ACS Documentation 
• Census Explorer 
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Upcoming ACS Releases 



Upcoming ACS Data Release 
Tuesday, December 17, 2013 

Release Includes: 

– 2008-2012 5-Year Estimates (All geographic areas) 

– 5-Year data products 

– 5-Year Summary File 

– Narrative Profile 

– Census Explorer Tool 
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Upcoming 2012 ACS PUMS Releases 

• Public Use Microdata Sample (PUMS) Files 
contain individual housing unit and person 
records with limited geography to ensure 
confidentiality 

• December 17: 2012 1-Year PUMS File 

• February 6:  2010-2012 3-Year PUMS File 

• March 6:  2008-2012 5-Year PUMS File 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/public_use_ 
microdata_sample/ 



About the ACS 



The American Community Survey 

• Ongoing survey that samples about 3.5 million 
addresses per year 

• Designed to produce critical information that was 
previously collected in the decennial census 

• Fully implemented in 2005 

• Collects data on a wide range of demographic, 
social, economic, and housing characteristics 

• Publishes annual estimates for small geographic 
areas and population groups 
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Multiyear ACS Estimates 



Multiyear Estimates 
• Describe the average characteristics over a specific 

period of time, not a single point in time 
• Multiyear estimates are NOT an average of 1-year 

estimates 

• Data are pooled across 36 or 60 months, weighted to 
produce estimates, and controlled for age, sex, race, and 
Hispanic origin 

• Estimates are based on geographic boundaries as of 
January 1 of the last year in the multiyear period 

• Dollar-value estimates are inflation adjusted to the most 
recent year for the period 
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Use Multiyear Estimates When… 

• No 1-year estimate is available 

• Margins of error for 1-year estimates are larger 
than required 

• Analyzing data for small population groups 

• Comparing various geographies when one or 
more of them do not receive 1-year estimates 
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Using Multiyear Estimates 
 for Comparisons 

• Compare across geographies 
 
• Compare across subpopulations 
 
• Compare non-overlapping time periods (e.g., 

2007-2009 vs 2010-2012) 
 
• Only compare estimates from the same time 

period (e.g., 3-year vs. 3-year, 5-year vs 5-year) 
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Comparison Guidance 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/comparing_data/ 



Comparison Guidance 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/guidance_for_data_users/table_comparisons/ 



5-Year ACS  
Geography and Products 



5-Year Geography 
• All geographic areas down to the block group level  
• Over 700,000 geographic areas 
• Geographic changes: 

– PUMAs  

– Urban Areas 

– State Legislative Districts 

– 113th Congressional Districts  

– School Districts 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/areas_published/ 
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/geography/ 



5-Year Data Products 

• Data Profiles (Social, Economic, Housing, 
Demographic) 

• Narrative Profile 
• Geographic Comparison Tables (95) 
• Subject Tables (67) 
• Detailed Tables (1,028) 
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New/Modified Topics in the 2008 ACS 

New 
• Marital History 
• Health Insurance 

Coverage 
• Service-connected 

Disability (veterans) 
• Year of Naturalization 

 

Modified 
• Disability* 
• Relationship 
• School Enrollment 
• Educational Attainment 
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New 5-Year Data Products 
5-Years of data are now available for new or modified 
questions to the ACS survey in 2008: 
• Health insurance 
• Disability 
• Relationship to householder 
• Marital history 
• Detailed educational attainment levels (B15003) 
• Detailed levels of grade enrolled in school (B14007) 
• Service-connected disability (B21100) 
• Year of naturalization (B05011) 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2012_data_product_changes/ 



New 5-Year Data Products 
• Two new health insurance tables: 

– Health insurance coverage status  

– Private health insurance by enrollment status for young 
adults aged 19 to 25 

 

• New detailed table allows for nativity information to be 
published for more geographies in Puerto Rico 
(B05012PR). 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2012_data_product_ changes/ 



Noteworthy Modified Tables 
• “Year of Entry” and “Year of Naturalization” categories have been 

shifted from “2000 or later” to “2010 or later” as the highest category 

• “Year Structure Built” and “Year Householder Moved Into Unit” has 
been shifted from “2005 or later” to “2010 or later” 

• The term "Linguistically isolated households" has been changed to 
“Households with no one age 14 and over who speaks English only 
or speaks English ‘very well’”. 

• Place of birth code 463 assigned for South Sudan (B05006) 

• New lines added to the foreign-born place of birth table B05006 for 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia, and Macedonia. 
Yugoslavia is no longer shown - added to the ‘Other Eastern Europe’ 
category. 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2012_data_product_ changes/ 



The Narrative Profile is a prose report that 
describes a geographic area using custom text and 
graphics 
 
 

Narrative Profile 



Narrative Profile 
• Available for 15 different topic areas 
 
• Users can choose to produce a report on all 15 

topics, or a subset 
 

• Reports can be generated for the Nation, States, 
including Puerto Rico, Counties, Places, 
Metro/Micro Areas, ZCTA’s, Tracts and AIAN 
areas 

 



http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/data_main 
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Data and Documentation Page 



Accessing 5-Year ACS Data 



Accessing 5-Year Data through 
American FactFinder 
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http://factfinder2.census.gov 
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Advanced Search Page 



Selecting 2012 ACS 5-Year Estimates 
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1. Expand Topics 

2. Expand Dataset 

3. Select 2012 ACS   
    5-year estimates 



Selecting Product Type 
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1. Expand Product  
    Type 
2. Product  
    Selection List 



Selecting Geography 

30 

1. Expand 
Geographies 

2. Select 
Geographic 
Type 



Select Geography Type 
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Accessing the 5-Year Summary File 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/ 



Summary File Retrieval Tool 
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DataFerrett 

http://www.census.gov 
http://dataferrett.census.gov 

34 



ACS Documentation 



Data and Documentation Page 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/documentation_main/ 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/data_main 
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Data and Documentation Page 



2012 Data Release Information 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/data_documentation/2012_release 
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Get Email Updates 
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http://www.census.gov/acs/ 



Census Explorer 



Census Explorer 



Census Explorer: How To 

Select a data set 



Census Explorer: How To 

Select a Topic 



Census Explorer: How To 

Select a Geography 



Census Explorer: How to 

Zoom in to see topic for 
specific area 



Questions? 
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Accessing Block Group Data with American 
Community Survey Summary File 

• 2:00-3:30 pm EST  

• Webex Log-in Link (hyperlink) 

• Dial-in info:  
• 1-800-779-1532 

• Passcode: 7011121 

 

Please visit census.gov/mso/www/training to view  
detailed log-in information along with additional Census Bureau  

training offerings.  

Upcoming Webinar – Today @ 2pm EST 
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https://census.webex.com/census/j.php?ED=231066412&UID=0&RT=MiMxMQ==
https://census.webex.com/census/j.php?ED=231066412&UID=0&RT=MiMxMQ==


For Further Information 
Media  Public Information Office 
   301-763-3030 
   pio@census.gov 
 
General Public Customer Services Center 
   1-800-923-8282 or 
   301-763-INFO (4636) 
Press Kit  
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/news
_conferences/20131217_acs_5yr.html 
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http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/news_conferences/20131217_acs_5yr.html
http://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/news_conferences/20131217_acs_5yr.html
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